


Community College, looking for someone to 

teach guitar. Dyas took the job on the spot, 
realizing soon after how much he loved teach­

ing. He went on to pursue a master's degree at 

the University of Miami and landed opportune 

teaching positions at Miami-Dade College and 

at New World School of the Arts. 

Dyas started a jazz camp at Miami-Dade, 
which enabled him to bring Jamey Aebersold 

in to work with the students, which led to 

Aebersold tapping Dyas to teach at his own 

camp. There, in addition to teaching, Dyas was 

still learning. "For a couple of years, I went to 

Jamey's class to watch him teach," he says. "After 
that, I started going to David Baker's class. That 

was the advanced [jazz theory] class. And I went 

every year to that class, and it took me about 10 

summers, 10 years of finally getting everything 

under my fingers. That's how intense that class 

was. And then, I started teaching the beginning 
theory class for the last 15 years." 

Aebersold and Baker (who died in 2016) 

have been the guiding lights for Dyas since that 

formative time in his life. But perhaps they were 

rather the twin engines that propelled Dyas into 

his own uncharted spaces of jazz education. He 
affirms, "I learned pedagogy from both of them, 

but what I did was [to take] David Baker's phi­

losophy to heart when he talks about transcrip­

tion. You learn the solos, and that is your point of 

departure. And that's the same way I feel about 

jazz education. I learned so much from Jamey, 
so much from David. But they were my inspi­

ration, they were my point of departure. How 

I take what I've learned from them informs the 

way that I teach, but I don't teach like them. Of 

course, I have some of their licks in my teaching 

... they were the two best jazz pedagogues I've 
come across in my career." 

One original space for Dyas is his landmark 

Peer-to-Peer program. "It's the Art Blakey 

[model]," he explains. "We take [students] 

on the road with a major artist, just like Art 

Blakey did, when he took Lee Morgan, Bobby 
Timmons and all these cats on the road ... they 

learn from each other." 

He continues: "These kids come in and 

they're telling kids their same age that they 

need to check out jazz ... but they're also saying, 

'We're doing something with our lives. You need 
to do something with yours. It doesn't have to 

be music like it is for us, but get into something, 

get into engineering, or computers, or law, med­

icine, or sports, or whatever. But find a passion 

for something.' And if I say those things, they 

don't hear me. But with these kids ... they're see­
ing them play this wonderful music and they just 

played a burning tenor solo, and they say, 'Hey, 

man, put down the video game.' " 

Dyas' long career has seen him interact with 

thousands of students like these, but it has also 

placed him in the company of some remark­
able individuals, such as the namesakes of the 

two institutes he's worked for, Hancock and 

Brubeck. Dyas says of the Headhunters chief­

tain, "[Herbie's] been wonderful, a great person 

to work for, and he's hands-on with these stu­

dents here." Regarding Brubeck, Dyas gushes, "I 
really grew to love this man, not just because of 

his great genius and playing, but he was [also] a 

true humanitarian, and truly wise. 

"Dave was a family man. Didn't drink, didn't 

smoke, was married to the same woman, had six 

kids, went to church. He was a devout Catholic." 
And that other devout Catholic classmate of 

Dyas' who encouraged him to do something 

good with his talent? "Bob " became Bishop 

Robert Prevost, who would later become Pope 

Leo XIV, the first American Pope. Last year, 

the Holy Father invited his old boarding school 
classmates to the Vatican, and Dyas was among 

those who made the trip. Pope Leo, who as 

Bishop Prevost had already expressed his admi­

ration for Dyas' transformation of his musical 

gifts into gifts of service, this time had a different 

message for him: "When I think of you, I think 
of the hot rod," said the Supreme Pontiff 

From rockin' rebel to celebrated, under­

stated mentor; sometimes the mission makes 
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