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ARTISTS FROM ACROSS THE GLOBE GRACE THE STAGE IN OSAKA, JAPAN 
FOR INTERNATIONAL JAZZ DAY 2014

EVENTS HELD IN 196 NATIONS AROUND THE WORLD 

 In an unprecedented series of events worldwide, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and the Thelonious Monk Institute of Jazz joined together to 
celebrate jazz as a universal language of freedom on April 30th. With events taking place in 
every country on the planet, International Jazz Day 2014 culminated in an evening concert in 
Osaka, Japan, this year’s Global Host City. This All-Star Concert, held in Osaka Castle Park, 
was broadcast to millions around the world and featured performances by Toshiko Akiyoshi, John 
Beasley (Musical Director), Kris Bowers, Dee Dee Bridgewater, Jonathan Butler, Terri Lyne Car-
rington, Theo Croker, Sheila E., Pete Escovedo, Roberta Gambarini, Kenny Garrett, James Genus, 
Shuichi Hidano with TAIKO Masters, Roy Hargrove, Lalah Hathaway, Terumasa Hino, Chris 
Thomas King, Earl Klugh, Takuya Kuroda, Marcus Miller, T.S. Monk, Makoto Ozone, Courtney 
Pine, Gregory Porter, Troy Roberts, Claudio Roditi, Oumou Sangaré, John Scofield, Wayne Shorter, 
Esperanza Spalding, Lew Tabackin, Steve Turre, Joe Louis Walker and Dionne Warwick. The con-
cert was streamed worldwide via the UNESCO, jazzday.com, U.S. Department of State, and Thelo-
nious Monk Institute of Jazz websites. 

International Jazz Day pays tribute to jazz and its diplomatic role of uniting people in all 
corners of the globe. This year's events took place in all 196 United Nations and UNESCO 
Member States along with all 50 U.S. states. From Syria, Ukraine and the Central African Re-
public to Venezuela, Iceland, and the Philippines, thousands of events took place on all seven 
continents, including McMurdo Station in Antarctica. Beyond planet earth, the crew from the 
International Space Station sent a special message for peace and goodwill to all nations celeb-
rating International Jazz Day.

In recognition of the third annual International Jazz Day, UNESCO Director-General Irina 
Bokova stated, “Jazz is more than music – it is a lifestyle, and it is an instrument for dialogue 
and social change. The history of jazz tells us about the power of music to bring together artists 
from different cultural backgrounds, as a strength for inclusion and mutual respect.”

In acknowledging what has become a global jazz movement, jazz icon and UNESCO Goodwill Am-
bassador Herbie Hancock said, “I am humbled by the outpouring of positive reactions to the mean-

http://www.jazzday.com/


ing of Jazz Day, which sends a message of optimism, self-respect, and the possibility for harmoni-
ous intercultural connections using jazz as a model for diplomacy.”

International Jazz Day was adopted by UNESCO Member States on the initiative of UNESCO 
Goodwill Ambassador Herbie Hancock, in order to encourage and highlight jazz’s unique power 
for advancing intercultural dialogue and understanding across the world. International Jazz Day 
is recognized on the official calendars of UNESCO and the United Nations. 

For more information/artist bios:   www.jazzday.com.  

For photos:   http://mm.gettyimages.com/mm/nicePath/gyipa_public?nav=pr223655663

For video:     https://www.dropbox.com/sh/d3izp4df9shch6s/abdoD8UAeq
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