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v Black Steinway piano. Fellow
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heads nodding in time,

Duke, wha began o
notable cureer with singer Al
Jarreau (who also came to
el o few years ago), has
ke sey albms with s
own hand, Apart from his col
lahoration with fellow jarz
artistes e the late Stanley
Clarke and Miles Davies, his
repertolre extends outside
US, to projects invelving
Tapanese musicians,
amongst others, He recently
pm’tn--_reil “with a singer
called Grace Dekka from
Cameraon and another
musician from Russia,” And
I safd, after returning
home to his studio, following
tours in Singapore, “there is
the possibility of Indian col-
laloration ™

Intke, a burly man with a
happy smiley (ace, who has
his own label, Big Plano Music (on
Universal's Heads Upl, is also nursing
ideas, “of introducing the big band
sound in my next work or projects with
Deazilian musicians, [ have been suc
cess{ul with it before.”

Defore they started to play and
Hancock wias tinkering with plano keys
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Dnike reluctantly filled in gap time, talie
ingg briefly abowt how, “jazz is like n
sponge, and took music from every:
whaere. Taking a melody or an idea and
phrase and turning it around " e eandd
offside later, *1 tend to ramble a lot!” His
fingers did not, as they sailed into the
secontd composition, One Finger Snap

that Hancock later described as a ‘spang:
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banger’, Which is no help 1o someone
rending print!

But all the musicians got to con
tribute bite of expression, after which
Panditli came on with two of his stu-
dents, Vinod and Parinaru, on sitar and
tabile. There was an interaction period

Tiwelve-time Grammy winning jazz pianist, producer and composer Herbie Hancock got a short course in
reen taal from Pandit Ravi Shankar before today's Living Dream concert, marking the 50th anniversary of
Martin Lucher Kings visit to India to study the Mahatma. Hancock has an Indian collaboration album

coming, using Rilke’s verses, says Shana Maria Verghis

with the visitors. Sportistg of
both sides, since they are all
stalwarts, Yor a maoment
Hancock seemed taken
aback when Panditil said,
“habe e questions.” Then he
posed, “How many strings
does a sitar have™ And wag
told there are four, and one
makn one, Panditiji alse
talkeed about vocal styles like
dhirupad and dhamar and the
ragas, While explaining the
teen-taal, he said there were
10 beats inone thiythm cycle
and as he demonstrated this,
his eyes filled with a pain,
barely concealing his poor
health. His hands had been
hurt, or he would, he said,
have played {or them,
Panditji is holding a cone
cert on March 1 at Nehru
Park. Despite belng unwell,
he gave a vocal delivery,
holding his breath in. And though «ffor
showed, the e he gave {1 was mov.
ing. "Cuate,” said o student, watching his
eyes light up chilidlike. The music exer-
cse went on, then Panditi plinked
Ragupathi Raghae on Duke's keyboard
Hancock sald he had heard about
Mumbai's Blue Frog sightclub and rhat

Toablat's fars weene deoked promising He
algo shared having an camatl exchange
with AR Hohman, Lot that nothing
came from it due to basy schedules
Today": wrures Ustod Zalar
Hersaain and € 0 Khan, After a simi
lar one in Mumba, on Fel 19, Hussain,
Haneock, Anoushka Shankar and other
Indian masiciong will recond for an
1 said will be set arovml
verses by German poet, Rainer Marin
Rillke. 1lis conntry philosopher,
Martin Heldegear i
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Wateh The Living Dream concer? af
Sird Fort today at 7.530 pm in the

of Martin Luther King [I1
photes Shivanl Pantey
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