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Pém cia x(ic cam va ngau hirng
22:58:49, 27/11/2005

DA tirng ¢ nhitng lién hoan nhac jazz chau Au tai
Viét Nam, tirng c6 c&c nhém nhac jazz tén tudi trén
thé gidi dén VN biéu dién, thé nhung chua bao gio
nhirng nguoi "ghién" jazz vakhan gia ndi chung cé
dugc mot dém tuyét voi dén nhu vay...

e . — Hon nira tiéng nita méi dén gio biéu dign, nhung khén
8 thanh vién cdia Vién nhac jazz phong - tang trét cia Nha hét Bén Thanh (TP.HCM)
Thelonios Monk Institute. Anh: B.N.T dém 26/11 dakin Chs. Hao htec cho dqi, VélSl): xuét
hién caa nhirng nghé si da khién ca khan phong nhu rung I&n, dava; ri ling lai, trong
vit, chim vao nhitng giai diéu (rng bién day xdc cam.

Trudc déy, céc ban nhac, ké ci jazz hay bét cir thé loai nao, khi dén TP.HCM bicu dién,
déu co nhirng tiét muc mang mot chit gi d6 "giao luu". Nhung, véi dém nay, hoan toan
la nhitng gi mang diu an rét riéng caa Herbie Hancock, Wayne Shorter, Nnenna
Freelon..., thuan tdy la sy gisi thiéu "di san van hdaM§" nhu 01 caatiy vién vin hoa
Téng lanh sy quén M, trong mot 1an phét biéu trude béo gidi. C6 thé dbi vai mot sb
ngudi, dém nhac hoi khé "nubt", vi dasd la nhirng bai jazz mang mau hién dai. Thé nén,
sau gio giai lao, 14c déc da xuét hién nhitng chiéc ghé tréng... Nhung ciing that ngac
nhién, IGc phan |1 bt dau, nhitng chd tréng 4y lai duoc Iap dy boi nhitng ngudi nghe
méi, du bén ngoai troi van dang mua...

V& Herbie Hancock va Wayne Shorter, ¢6 & khong can phai catung nhiéu 16i, boi céi
tén cua hai ong datre thanh mot huyén thoai. Hon 15 phat ang tau tur dau dén cudi,
nguoi "vubt”, ke xoa', nhirng am thanh (glu:atleng dan piano vatiéng kén) niing niu,
diu dang, dam am, mo mang... d6i nhau that tir tbn, khoan thai. That lac quan, khéng on
a0 hay pho truong.

Trong chuong trinh, Nnenna Freelon (ca si nhac jazz 5 lan dugc d& cir giai Grammy, 2
lan dé cir giai "Lady op Soul" Soul Train Award), it dugc biét dén trong dot biéu dign
ndy, lai tdasang. Cir mdi 1an cd budce ra (hay vao) san khau 1a méi 1ac khdng khi caa
nha hét nhu birng ndng bai nhitng trang phéo tay khéng ngét, bai nhirng tiéng ho hét



(ciing rit ngau hang) vang doi. Con khi Nnenna "phiéu” thi... khong biét phai ding
nhitng tir t&n thuong nhu thé ndo cho tron ven. Theo Anh Tuéan (bién tap vién &m nhac
ciia VTV3 - Dai truyén hinh Viét Nam, ciing 1a mot ngusi mo didu cia jazz) thi
"Nnenna khong chi c6 d6 hit san khau ma co thé xem |a mot nguoi linh xudng, chi huy
vadiéu khién tat ca nhirng wng bién trén san khau". Thém mbt lan xuyt xoa, anh noi:
"T6i cam thay rat la! Tai sa0 ho cd thé két hop voi nhau mot cach nhuan nhuyén dén
nhu vay, tir k§ thuat xir Iy cip do sic thai am nhac caa tirng nguoi dén sy hda quyén
cuing ban nhac. Cac nhac cong, khi choi, khdng chi biét minh, ma luén ludn nghe nhau,
tim nhau, nghialado hop ro gittaho latuyét déi". Vadang nhu vay, néu dé y mot chit,
& bai két thic, khi Nnenna vira xong doan ngau hirng, cd dé tay [én dau, tu nhién nhu
mot k§ thuat biéu din, thi chit & bai hét dwoc ban nhac choi lai. Didu ndy mot 1an nita
chirng minh cho sir "phdi hop an y" gitra nhém thé hién.

8 thanh vién caa Vién nhac jazz Thelonios Monk Institute, néu khdng giéi thiéu it ai biét
d6 lanhitng sinh vién. Ho dat duoc ki thuat d¢én do thém khét cua nhiéu tay jazz
TP.HCM. Khén gia s3 nhé méi tiéng kén trumpet caa Ambrose Akinmusire, vibraphone
cua Chris Dingman, 15i choi bass cua Joe Sanders va Walter Smith |11 véi cay sax
tenor... Nghe - nhin ho choi nhac, cam nhu ho hiéu nhau hon ca anh em rugt...

Tiét muc cudi ciing két thic, dém ciing da khuya roi, nhung khén gia, cling véi tiéng va
tay, Van ctr nén lai trong khan phong, that 1au, di trén san khiu chi con nhitng nhac cy.
C6 1& cam x(c cua ho van dang con tréo dang va niém bang khuang, tiéc nudi caa ho vé
dém nhac van chuakip dén...
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A jazzfilled night of emotion and inspiration

It was definitely not the first time fans enjoyed live jazz by foreign artists in Vietnam, but
the amazing music they heard on the night was indicative of what many call, ‘atruly
American art form.’

Half an hour to show time and Ben Thanh Theatre was already full, teeming with
anticipation of Jazz greats Herbie Hancock and Wayne Shorter, along with artists from
the Thelonious Monk Institute of Jazz.

And the audience did not leave disappointed, as the artists played in the purest spirit of
jazz which, as a US cultural attache said, represented atruly “ American cultural
heritage.” The ethereal nature of Jazz proved too much for some, who left at the break,
but the seats filled as quickly as they emptied.



During their opening 15-minute jazz session, pianist and composer Herbie Hancock and
saxophonist Wayne Shorter led the audience into the world filled with soft melodies and
the soft beats of jazz.

The once-in-a-lifetime performance by the legendary jazz duo was accompanied by
internationally acclaimed vocalist Nnenna Freelon, and eight gifted young jazz musicians
from the Thelonious Monk Institute of Jazz.

Freelon, with five Grammy nominations to her credit, ood out in the performance. The
audience gave the vocalist rousing applause whenever she appeared on the stage.

“Freelon shone on her own right, but she also led the ensemble on a natural journey of
improvisation,” remarked jazz enthusiast Anh Tuan, editor of Vietnam Television (VTV
3’'s) music show.

Tuan said he was very surprised to see the artists jam so smoothly. “They fed off one
another while they played — they seemed to understand one another completely!”

It was aso hard to believe the eight members of the Thelonious Monk Institute of Jazz
were still students —their technique and skill were something many local Jazzers have
longed for. Taking in the music left audience feeling they all understood each other, even
better than their own brothers.

The last song ended late into the night. The applause, however, followed the artists off
the stage and continued on after. Perhaps those in attendance were so overwhelmed with
emotion, inspired by the unique show, unlikely to be duplicated any time soonin
Vietnam...

by Nguyén Van



